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Kumamoto News

Kumamoto Japan,

Sister

City of San Antonio

Greetings from the New Mayor

ello to all the citizens of

San Antonio from your sis-

ter city of Kumamoto! On

December 3 of last year, |
was elected as the 29th Mayor of Ku-
mamoto City. This position is one of
both great honor and great responsi-
bility.

Kumamoto City is currently improv-
ing the city’s functioning by looking to
merge with neighboring towns and
villages to become an ordinance-designated city. In ad-
dition, we are focused on bringing the Kyushu bullet
train to Kumamoto in order to make our city more ap-
pealing. There are many important issues relating to
the future that we are wrestling with at the moment. |
would like to work with Kumamoto citizens on these is-
sues, collectively pooling our strength and knowledge for
the purpose of building a new Kumamoto.

Ever since the forming of our sister city affiliation in
1987, exchange activities have developed over a wide va-
riety of fields. For example, participants in sports ex-
change such as baseball and volleyball are able to ex-
perience home stays that create unbreakable bonds of
friendship. In addition, other central aspects of the rela-
tionship between our two cities have been the mutual
dispatch of high school and university exchange students
and the sharing of medical knowledge. | believe the abil-
ity to sustain this active exchange is wholly due to the
understanding and support offered by Mayor Edward
Garza, the San Antonio International Affairs Depart-
ment, the Japan-America Society of San Antonio, and all
San Antonio citizens. | would like to offer my warm ap-
preciation to all of you for the kindness you have be-
stowed upon us along the course of our relationship.

However, the marking of our sister city 15-year anni-
versary takes place in a considerably transformed soci-
ety. In response to the changing socio-economic situa-
tion and the diversification of citizens' needs regarding
international exchange, | think Kumamoto's interna-
tional exchange activities are in a transition period as
well. Up until this point, the government has largely led
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SEISHI KOHYAMA

these activities, but from now on | would like to strive
to allow citizens and citizens’ groups to play a bigger
part in them. Thanks to the friendship between our
cities a base of exchange has already been established,
and | look forward to a future where citizens of both
our cities can build on this foundation to overcome lan-
guage barriers and create long-lasting grass-root ex-
change.

I would like to close by asking for the continued sup-
port and cooperation of all citizens of San Antonio. |
offer my heartfelt hope for the further development of
your city.

Curriculum Vitae
NAME: Seishi Kohyama
DATE OF BIRTH: June 10, 1965
Education
March 1989: Graduated from Kyushu University,
Bachelor’'s Degree in Economics
M arch 1984: Graduated from Kumamoto Prefecture
Seiseiko High School
Work Experience
December 2002 - Present: Took office as the 29"
Mayor of Kumamoto City
November 2002: Elected as Mayor of Kumamoto City
September 2002: Resigned from Kumamoto Prefec-
tural Assembly
February 2002: Chairman of Standing Committee on
Health and Welfare,
Kumamoto Prefectural Assembly
April 1999: Elected for a2" term, Kumamoto Prefec-
tural Assembly
April 1995: Elected to Kumamoto Prefectural Assem-
bly
April 1989 - September 1994: The Nippon Credit
Bank, Ltd. (Currently Aozora Bank, Ltd.)
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#®2002 Sister City Exchange Activities

Big Success!

2002 International Urban Environmental Conference
Mayor Edward D. Garza participated as guest speaker

n October 28-30, 2002, Kumamoto City
osted the 2002 International Urban Envi-
onmental Conference, which aimed to de-

velop solutions to local and global environ-

mental prablemsin alliance with many cites from
around the world.

This year marked the 10t anniversary of the 1992 Rio
Declaration. The 1992 “Global Summit” held in Rio de
Janeiro concluded on a high note with the adoption of
the “Rio Declaration” and “Agenda 21" calling for
preservation of the globa environment along with sus-
tainable devel opment. Cites are expected to implement
new strategies that enable sustainable devel opment and
to build new global partnerships to tackle global envi-
ronmental problems.

The Mayor of San Antonio, Mr. Edward D. Garza, vis-
ited Kumamoto for the first time to attend this confer-
ence. Representatives from all of Kumamoto's friend-
ship/sister cities aso attended this conference. We have
four friendship/sister cities: Guilin, China; Heidelberg,
Germany; Fukui, Japan; and San Antonio, USA. On
October 28, Mayor Garza gave a 20-minute presenta-
tion in front of 200 participants including mayors of
other friendship/sister cites and the imperia family
“Takamadonomiya.” Thetitle of his presentation was
“Meeting the Challenges of Sustainable Development.”
He mentioned the outline of San Antonio’s Master Plan
City adopted in 1997 and detailed elements such as the
“Clear air plan,” “Energy efficiency projects,” “Water
Quiality programs,” and “ Solid waste management.”

This conference consisted of three mgjor parts: a
“Local Government Symposium” supported by loca
governments of Japan and other countries, a*“Global
Citizens Conference” supported by citizens and envi-
ronmental non-governmental organizations, and
“Commemorative Events.”

One of the Commemorative Events was the “ Children’'s

Mayor Garza is giving a presentation.

Environmental Poster Exhibition.” Its purpose was to
enhance the understanding and awareness of the chil-
dren in our four friendship/sister cities regarding en-
vironmental protection. About 100 posters designed
by the students from the four cities and Kumamoto
were displayed at the Tsuruya Department store, 8h
floor galery.

The conference was a large success. We would like
to thank Mayor Garza for an outstanding presenta-
tion, aswell asal other participants from San Anto-
nio for their cooperation during this conference.

i & &
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Wings of Friendship Tour
~ To commemorate the 15th anniversary of our Sister City relationship ~

Kumamoto citizens delegation
visits San Antonio

umamoto City Treasurer Mr. Kiyoshi Mori-
taka led a 62-member Kumamoto citizens
delegation in visiting San Antonio on July 1,
2002.

On their first evening, there was awelcome dinner at the
Convention Center attended by many San Anto- ~ nio

citizens, including city councilman David Gar- ¢ T

cia, city councilman Enrique Martin, staff from
the International Affairs Department and Japan
America Society of San Antonio members. vt

Dueto the heavy rain that hit San Antonio through- © \
out most of their three-day stay, the delegation un- ..//{
fortunately missed the chance to go to aranch for
horseback riding and an outdoor BBQ, aswell asa
river barge ride down the River Walk, which were sup-
posed to be the highlights of their visit.

i

However, they did have the opportunity to visit the Kuma-
moto-En Garden at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens
which was a gift from Kumamoto to commemorate our
sister city relationship (see page 8). They also visited the
Alamo and enjoyed TexMex food at alunch reception
hosted by the International Affairs Department.

On July 3rd, they were divided into three groups that | eft
for Seattle and Las Vegas.

Welcome Reception at Convention Center

San Antonio delegation travels
to Kumamoto.

nJuly 7-9 of last year, a San Antonio citizens

delegation consisting of Japan America Soci-

ety of San A ntonio members, city officials, and

citizens of San Antonio visited Kumamoto
City.

Councilman David Garcia and Councilman Enrique
“Kike" Martin, in coordination with the Japan America
- Society of San Antonio, led this delegation. The

o ¥ 17 delegation members enjoyed their vis-

/4 itsto sites such as Kumamoto Castle,
Suizenji Jojuen Park, and the former resi-
dence of Hosokawa Gyobu. The group also par-

. . \\‘\’

A

,,/fl \3 ticipated in a courtesy visit to the Mayor of Kumamoto

City and met with city staff to discuss common goals
and the possibility of development in the fields of cul-
tural, educational and business rel ationships between our
two cities.

We have had more than 200 exchange activities during our
15-year relationship and now San Antonio isvery familiar
to many Kumamoto citizens. More than 50 people from
Kumamoto attended the welcome dinner on the first day of
the delegation’ s visit. They had a very good time meeting
with their counterparts and sharing their experiences.

After their visit to Kumamoto, the San Antonio group trav-
eled to Kyoto and Tokyo.

] V) ) [A] [] [] fea

Delegation members at Kumamoto City Hall
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Children's Environmental Poster Exhibition
in Kumamoto

s one of the commemora-
tive events of the 2002
International Urban Envi-

ronmental Conference, the '
“Children’s Environmental Poster Ex-

hibition” took place from October 26- E‘
30, 2002 in Kumamoto.

The purpose was to enhance the un-
derstanding and awareness of the chil-
dren in Kumamoto's four friendship/
sister cities regarding environmental
protection. About 100 posters de-
signed by the students from Fukui,
Japan; Guilin, China; Heidelberg, Ger-
many; San Antonio, and Kumamoto
were displayed at the Tsuruya Depart-

Municipal Teachers
Delegation

' - en teachers from
Tk Kumamoto City
. spent three
.- weeks in San

B "™ Antonio from August 17-
" :i'"*-"; September 6, 2002. They

¢ =, took anintensive English
course at the University of
the Incarnate Word to im-
prove their language skills
and also to research the
methods used to teach Eng-
lish as a second language.

Kumamoto Teachers introduced Japa-
nese Culture at Rodriguez Elementary

For the last week, they visited seven local schoolsin San Anto-
nio including the International School of the Americas, Saint
Mary’s Hall, Tafolla Middle School, Carver Academy, Rodri-
guez Elementary School, Brackenridge High School and St.
Philips College.

They observed the actual classes and introduced Japanese cul-
ture to students. They also had the opportunity to experience a
home stay in San Antonio. This program expanded their base
of knowledge from an educational perspective.

Mr. Dan Cardenas, Director of Environmental
Services, City of San Antonio , visited the
Poster Exhibition. He visited Kumamoto to at-
tend the conference.

ment store, 81" floor gallery.
e | The City of San Antonio had over 200 en-
tries from studentsin grades 1-8. After fac-
ing competition on alocal level, 20 posters
were chosen to be displayed in Kumamoto.
| Poster contest themes included waste re-
\ duction, recycling promotion, energy sav-

. ing, the use of natural energy, and there-

| duction of water use.

i | Wewould like to give our appreciation to
all contestantsfor their outstanding entries.
We hope this event encourages studentsin
San Antonio to become interested in envi-
ronmental issues.

Kumamoto City Hospital
Medical Training

very year, Ku-
mamoto City
Hospital sends
staff to San An-
tonio to learn about its
medical practices. Last
year, anurse in ophthal-
| mology, Ms. Masako Fu-

kuoka, visited San Anto-
nio from May 11-27.

From left, Naomi Morishitsa, Ku-
mamoto Staff Representative, Ms.
Masako Fukuoka, Nurse

The San Antonio Metro
Health District and the
City of San Antonio co-
ordinated the program.
Ms. Fukuoka visited more than 15 area hospitals and re-
lated organizations focused on HIV and AIDS treatment, a
field that is very advanced in America compared to Japan.

She learned about the various support systems for people
infected with HIV, as well as about the prevention and
education methods used for the general public.
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® What'‘s new in Kumamoto?

The World Conference on Women and Sport
set for May 2006

ike in many other fields, in the world of sports as
well there is a movement for women’s social ad-
vancement and for the improvement of women's
status.

Kumamoto is going to host the“ World Conferenceon
Women and Sport” on May 11- 16, 2006. This confer-
ence is held every four years under the leadership of the In-
ternational Working Group on Women and Sport (IWG)
and host countries. The first conference was held in Brigh-
ton, England in 1994 and the second conference took place
in Windhoek, Namibiain 1998.

"Invegting in Change" was the theme of the third World
Conference on Women and Sport held in Montreal, Can-
ada, from May 16-19, 2002. More than 550 people from 97
countries participated in the Montreal conference, which
provided an opportunity to take stock of progress for
women and sport since the second World Conference, share
experiences and solutions, plan future directions and cele-
brate achievements.

At the last conference, advancements regarding the is-
sues below were reported:

-Reach out beyond the current boundaries of the sport sec-
tor. There are alarge number of different sectors including
health, medicine, human rights, education, community de-
velopment, law, police, the media, equal opportunities com-
mission and foreign embassies.

-Promote and share information about the positive contrib u-
tions from girls and women's involvement in sport

-Build the capacity of women as leaders and decision-
makers

-Avert the "world crisisin physical education”

-Encourage the media to positively portray and signif i-
cantly cover girls and women's involvement in sport
-Ensure a safe and supportive environment for girls and
women participating in sport

-Ensure that policies and programs recognize the differ-
ences and diversity among women

-Recognize the importance of governments to sport
development

-Encourage more women to become researchersin sport,
and more research to be undertaken on critical issues relat-
ing to women in sport

In November 2001, Kumamoto announced that it is go-

Windhoek

ing to be the next host of the conference. Accord-
ingly, Former Mayor Misumi attended the 2002
World Conference on Women and Sport,” where
he introduced the City of Kumamoto by showing a
video.

The Kumamoto conference will bring together
approximately 600 international delegates from
about 100 countries interested in sport and the gen-
era advancement of the state of women. They will
come together to discuss issues relating to women
in sports, to report on progress since the third con-
ference, and to chart future plans.

Former Mayor Misumi said, “Itisan honor to
be chosen as the next place for this conference. We
have to reconsider the importance of the realization
of agender equal society in regard to sport now
more than ever. This conference should also reach
out beyond the sport sector. We are going to work
in cooperation with some sport-related organiza-
tions to prepare some of the pre-events which will
promote this conference and contribute to its suc-
cess.”
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Welcome! New Exchange Students ~

Yukiko Tanihira, Our Lady of the Lake University

My name is Yukiko Tanihira. I am from Kumamoto, Japan. 1 came here to im-
prove my English because I would like to be a Junior High School English teacher.
I have been staying here for nearly three months. At the beginning, it is not easy

Shigeyosi |keda, University of the Incarnate Word

FeHEIEHEE
7¢ Hi, 1 am Shigeyoshi Ikeda. I came here about 2 months ago. So far, 1 like San
;I‘& Antonio because people are very friendly.
S I am an exchange student, so | will stay here only for one year. Now 1 go to
J% University of the Incarnate Word, and I am taking English Composition1, Com-
3 puter Literacy, Public Speaking, Badminton/ Racquetball, and Elementary Japa-
nese. Classes are difficult for me except Elementary Japanese because pro-
fessors speak so fast. But they know 1 am from Japan so they take care of
o e \I‘&%&%;"&%%;ﬁ. me and help me. 1 am a member of soccer club at UIW, I practice everyday
;‘&;‘.&%&7‘&7‘57'\ € except weekends.

I am enjoying my life here in the United States thanks to people around me. 1 would like to
make friends with a lot of people. At UIW, there are lots of international students, 1 really like it and enjoy it. |
am very happy to be here. The only problem 1 have is that I do not like Mexican food!

S HHIEIHIEIE
3

Chie Ogata, University of the Incarnate Word

i t“["i Howdy! Nice to meet you, I'm Chie Ogata from Kumamoto University. Three months
Ri has past quickly since I came here. I think it's because I'm studying hard (Yes, I real-
tz» ized how busy American students are!) and having a lot of fun!! I like San Antonio,

{3 the city with beautiful River Walk and kind people. I'd like visit to other places dur-
%% ing my stay. Since 1 like communicating with people of different cultures and intro-

i ducing Japanese culture, 1 really appreciate this opportunity. Thank you!
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Tomoko Kawahigashi
Incarnate Word High School

I felt many many things since 1 came here. There
are many dif- ferent foods, language
J:.U.D.DJ:D'D'D‘D'D'E and cultures. People here
JJ are very kind. 1 also feel
dd that my family, friends,
ﬂ teachers and people
around me are very im-
,un portant. 1 want to know

about the cultures of

many countries.

I appreciate having precious experience.

Masanobu Nishida
St. Anthony Catholic High School

Yasuhiro Shimoda

St. Anthony Catholic High School
o) o ﬁ ﬁ W W
%f ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁf ﬁ %f It's already two
%f months since |
24 came to San Anto-
%f nio. Even now, 1
am still confused
@ with the differ-
,‘E\f ence between the

& & & & % % 4{ culture of Japan

and America and

i
%
%
%

af
a{
q,
tzr
of course English.

I found San Antonio has lots of nature in the street.
It is very beautiful city. Especially, the Riverwalk in
the Downtown is my favorite place. I want my friends
and teachers in Chiharadai High School to visit and
see it.

The school life is pretty hard. Even | have 3, 4
classes in one day, it is too hard for me to follow it
because of my low English skill. Teachers speak so
fast sometimes, 1 can't understand what teachers
asked me to do. I really think 1 need to study English
more to get to understand the classes and make more
good friends or deepen friendship.

The life in abroad is not always fun, it is sometimes
lonely and it makes me know how precious my family
and friends are in Japan. But | think this is so cool
and special experience. 1 would like to visit many
places not only San Antonio during my stay.

Ai Kimura
Incarnate Word High School

many foreign
people! In
fact, lam a
foreign per-
son here.
| got here about 2 month ago. | have

many friends in San Antonio now. However, |
couldn't make friends so easily, because It
was my weak point to speak English. | wanted
to talk with some friends, but | had no idea
about what to speak and how to talk.

Therefore, | thought about what to talk in
Japanese in advance like my hobby, My
school, My boyfriend, and my life of Japan.
Then | translated them in English and tried to
talk. It was stiff to me at first. But gradually, |
was getting to able to have fun little by little.

Sometimes | miss Japan and Hitsuyukan
High School. However | decided to do my best
and came here. So I'm gonna enjoy doing in
my life all along!!
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My name is
. 2000-2002 Kumamoto exchange students have organized JASSAK
in July 2002. Please check it out!!

Greetings from President

Kaori Shumoto, and I'm
proud to assume the president of Japan America Society San
Antonio in Kumamoto. I’m working with wonderful partners,
Megumi Nanbu, Atsushi Ota, and Miyuki Uto. Our purpose or-
ganizing JASSAK is to make the relationship between San Anto-

nio and Kumamoto stronger, and to share chances to exchange
cultural things among many people no matter what where we are

JASSAK Menbers and exchange students  from | would like everyone involved in JASSAK to have fun by

from San Antonio at Mt. Kinbo in Kuma- . ... L.
moto. joining our activities positively.

From left, Ms. Megumi Nanbu, Ms. Karen
Pedroza, Ms. Miyuki Uto, Mr. Orand
Lackey, Mr. Atusi Ota, Ms. Kaori Shumoto.

Kumamoto-en Garden

A Gift from Kumamoto, Symbolizing the Long-standing
Friendship and Cooperation that Exists Between Our Cities.

he Kumamoto-En Garden in the San Antonio Bo- Thelocationis not so far from downtown, so why don’t
tanicd Gardenswas constructed as ajoint effort be- you stop by to enjoy the exquisite Japanese beauty and
tween the City of Kumamoto and City of San Anto- cam?
nio. This garden was a gift from Kumamoto to com

memorate our sister city relationshipin April of 1989. Since

then, San Antonio has been putting much effort into maintain-

ing this beautiful garden.

The garden was patterned after Suizenji Park in Kumamoto
and contains many Japanese elements. It isintended to show
the beauty of authentic Japanese gardening as well asto intro-
duce visitorsto different elements used in Japanese gardens.

Many styles and techniques of Japanese garden construction
areincluded here. The different paving and bamboo fencing
techniques are two examples. The mountain located in the
center of the garden represents Japan’s Mount Fuji. Thereisa
creek separating the garden into two sections. One side repre-
sents Kumamoto and Japan, and the other side represents San
Antonio and the US. The stone bridge built across the creek
represents the friendship between the two cites and countries.
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My summer grant trip to Kumamoto, 2002
By Daniel DeGrasse

y summer began with abang. | was going back to

Japan after six years of absence. | livedinthe

Y okohama area from 1989 to 1994 and went back

to visit for about 6 weeksin 1996. | attended regu-
lar Japanese preschool and kindergarten and first through third
grades. So, | wasfluent. Sincethen, | had lost my language
skills for Japanese until | came to Saint Mary’s Hall last year
where | enrolled in Japanese. My fascination with the language
and the culture returned rapidly. So, when our school began
handing out summer grants, | was one of the first to apply, and |
was the only one that invented my own program, a Homestay in
Japan while attending High School in Kumamoto.

| got off the airplane on June 25 at around 7 PM local time

in Kumamoto. When | collected my luggage | stepped into a
strange new area, not knowing what the next month would
bring. | had sent the city hall in Kumamoto an email with my
picture so my host family would know who to look for at the
airport. | don’t think that was entirely necessary, because | think
| was the only foreigner on the entire airplane. | was amazed at
how quickly | remembered all my conversational Japanese.
Within acouple of hours, | was talking about my family and life
in San Antonio with considerable ease.

Thefirst week | wasthere, | took life easy. | overcame jet-
lag, and did some sightseeing in and around Kumamoto. | loved
and embellished every minute of it because | knew that for the
next three weeks that | would be working hard. | stayed with
the Tominaga’ swho lived in Tatsuda-machi. There were two
sons, aged 11 and 12, and one daughter, aged 14. They took me
into there house as one of their own. | thank them for doing so
with my most gracious heart. | aso thank them for not speaking
very much English to me while | was there, even though their
English was superb; because of that, | advanced my Japanese to
alevel that | would not have otherwise. The host parents were
most gracious and the host-daughter even asked me to help her
on English homework when she did not need to.

My second week, | attended Gakuen Dai Fuzoku High
School, which my school has a quasi-sister school relationship
with. From the beginning, everybody was very kind. | attended
all classesthat my class had and even found myself actively lis-
tening to the ancient Japanese lesson. | found that the class | un-
derstood least was math; | understood it as the teacher wrote it
on the board, but with word problems | waslost. | immediately
became friends with a guy named Konomi, whom | frequently
email. Not only did my Japanese ability skyrocket, but also Ko-
nomi’s English drastically improved too. | truly appreciated the
school for allowing meto visit, for my Japanese would be no
where near where it istoday. ARIGATO GOZAIMASU.

My last two weeks were spent at Hitsuyukan High School
where | received an equally warm reception. | found that there
were three other foreigners at Hitsuyukan, 2 girlsfrom San An-
tonio, and one girl from New Zealand. | found that the students

here were more
likely to tryout
their Englishon i
me and were not f#
embarrassed by 4
it. They aso
took pleasurein
hearing one or
more of the
other foreign-
erstalk to me.
The highlight of
my stay here
was when | was
allowed to play
with their band.

Thistrip was very successful, and | thank everyone
who was part of it and | thank the people of your beautiful
city for being SO open and gracious. Ms. Uemurafrom
the International Exchange Section at Kumamoto city hall
and its director worked tirelessly for weeks to make this
program possible.

Daniel DeGrasse
at Saint Mary's Hall

Japan America Society
of San Antonio

an America Society of San Antonio isa
rong community organization which plays an
mportant role as a bridge between the United
States and Japan and is also a strong supporter
of the Kumamoto and San Antonio sister city rela-
tionship.

JASSA coordinates and joins many Japan related
cultural eventsin San Antonio such as Texas Folk
Life Festival, Asian Festival, Viva Botanica, Kuma-
moto-en Day and Japan Week Festival.

Please check additional information in the web-
site. http://www.jas-sa.org/
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Are Kumamoto People Stubborn?

Regional Japanese Personality traits

tisoften said, “Japanisara-

cialy homogeneous country”,

but this does not mean that the

Japanese have just asingle
character or cuture. Differences
remain, even though these days the
growth of the mass media has fur-
ther accelerated the homogeniza-
tion of the country.

No matter how superficialy ho-
MOgenous our country may appear
the particular regional character
and peculiarities still remain. Most
Japanese take pride in their home-
towns, and have strong feelings for
the regions in which they grew up.
Believe it or not, there are many
regional Japanese stereotypes.
Osakaisfull of gourmets, in Na-
goyathey go al out for ceremonies
and festivals: and in Kumamoto,
the men are stiff-necked and set in
their ways.

Even in a culture as enamored
with preserving tradition as Japan
is, time change and people change.
Socia contradiction and disparities
that were easy to overlook during
the boom economy of the 90's have
burst the surface, and as the 21t
Century progress, the rate at which
Japan continues to change is accel-
erating — both at the socia and in-
dividua levels.

So where does all this societal
reform leave the people of Kuma-

their answer, we may be able to put
our fingers on the pulse of the pre-
fecture.

In response to the question, “You
know you are living in Kumamoto
when...” onein three respondents
showed their affinity for Kuma-
moto’s natural beauty by responding
“ When we visit Amakusa/ Aso.”
The second most popular response
was “ When | see Kumamoto Cas-
tle” “ When | am with my
neighbors,” and “ When | drink the
Water,” there responses show the
strong affinity that the citizens of
Kumamoto have for the places, the
people, and the language of their
home.

Equally, edifying are the resporn-
dents descriptions of their own char-
acter. Surpassingly, both men’s and
women'’ s number one answer was
that they are, “Kind/sentimental”.
The next most popular response for
men was 2) stubborn 3) strong sense
of duty 4) short —tempered, and 5)
earnest. For women, the responses
were 2) stubborn 3) easy to get aong
with 4) earnest, and 5) good —
natured. One particular point of
interest is that “ stubborn”
dropped to second place for men
(down from No, 1 five years
ago) which means that the rough
tough Kumamoto Cowboy may

Naomi Morishita

of women either agreed or strongly
agreed. While it is unavoidable to
notice the disparity in the gender’s
responses to this question, breaking
the question down by age show an
even gender gap. Of respondents
over 50, 70% of men and 60% of
women take marriage for granted.
On the other hand, only 49% of
men, and just 20% of women in
their 20’ sfeel a socia obligation to
get married, viewing it instead as
only one possible lifestyle choice.

| hope this article has in some
way's opened your eyesto thelife-
styles and opinions of the residents
of your sister city. Being born and
raised there, | have to admit that
some of these descriptions match
me pretty well. | definitely find my-
sdf agreeing with the younger gen-
erations’ attitudes about marriage,
but more than anything, | am full of
love and pride for my hometown.
-Trandlation by David Murphy, Ja-
pan America Society of San Antonio

'\l

moto? A recent article from the lo-
ca Kumamoto newspaper may pro-
vide insight. 1500 residents were
polled as to their feeling about Ku-
mamoto and their disposition as
citizens of Kumamoto. Looking at

—
be being replaced by sensitive g() \
new-age guys.
Another interesting statisticis f ( ﬁ)

the respondent’ s views towards
marriage. In response to the

question “ Should everyone get
married,” 63% of men and 47%
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Suspension of the Kumamoto City
Staff
Dispatch Program

umamoto City would like to announce that

its staff dispatch program to San Antonio is

being suspended. There will be no staff

member posted to San Antonio, but Kuma-
moto City will strive to maintain the sister city relation-
ship that has been built via activities such as student ex-
change programs as well as sports, cultural and medical
exchange.

A strong bond of friendship has been created between
our two cities through the thirteen Kumamoto City steff
members who have worked in the San Antonio Interna-
tional Affairs Department*, aswell asin the genera
community. Thisis thanks to the strong support that
San Antonio has given our exchange activities up until
this point, and Kumamoto City offers its deep apprecia-
tion for this, along with humbly asking for the same un-
derstanding and support in the future.

Kumamoto Staff Representativesin San Antonio,
1992-2003

1) Yoshihiro Kitamori* (April 1992-November 1993)
2) Yuji Higuchi (April 1994-April 1995)

3) Toru Tsujiyama (April 1995-April 1996)

4) Osamu Y oshizumi (May 1996-October 1996)
5) Masaaki Okamoto (October 1996-April 1997)
6) Kaori Miyata (April 1997-October 1997)

7) Hirokazu Kobayashi (October 1997-April 1998)
8) Emiko Goda (April 1998-October 1998)

9) Yutaka Naito (October 1998-April 1999)

10) Kenichi Mishima (April 1999-April 2000)

11) Natsuko Uemura (April 2000-April 2001)

12) Misaki Tateo (April 2001-April 2002)

13) Naomi Morishita (April 2002-March 2003)

Editor’s Letter

Naomi Morishita

ce | came to San Antonio, | have had lots of
new experiences through working with the
ity of San Antonio International Affairs De-
artment. It is very interesting for me to com-
pare the municipa systems of Kumamoto and San
Antonio. There also are many other differences be-
tween both societies. There are two areas in particular
where | think the US is more advanced than Japan.
Oneistherdatively high awareness level regarding
human rights and community service. The other isthe
important role of non-profit organizations (NPO) in
American society.
Last year, | had the opportunity to talk to Ms. Joyce
Coleman who is the director of Family Violence Pre-
vention Service, Inc. (She retired her position at the
end of 2002) This non-profit organization runs the
Battered Women’s Shelter and aso provides various
kinds of services for reducing the overall level of
family violence in the San Antonio community.
| was ableto vidit their shelter and was impressed
not only by the excellent facility, but also by the well-
organized cooperation system that exists between
public and private entities. | understand that the team-
work among the police, counselors, hospitals, schools
and shelter facilities has helped to make this program
successful.
In Japan, the first domestic violence (DV) law was
passed by the national legidature on April 6, 2001
and went into effect nationwide on October 13, 2001.
As aresult of this enforcement, DV cases have now
begun to surface. For many years, DV has existed in
Japan, but only in the shadows because what hap-
pened within the family was not considered to be a
socia concern.
| think we can learn alot about DV and women's
rights issues from the US system, as well as from the
roles of non-profit organizations. Kumamoto is going
to host the international conference “World Confer-
ence on Women and Sport” in 2006 in cooperation
with many NPOs and private companies. | hope that it
is successful and that it can serve asa“trigger” for
peopl€ sinterest in women's issues and community
power.
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